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“INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CENTER FOR
CHILDREN AND YOUTH AT RISK”

STARA ZAGORA
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International youth center
for children and youth at
risk
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For the realization of the youth center
was chosen building, which 1s located in
the city center. Nearby is one of the
largest central parks, central street
arteries, major public transport routes and
more. The project for reconstruction of
the more than 20 years non-functioning
cinema has been prepared by a team led
by Arch. Emil Vasilev from Stara Zagora.
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FACILITIES

On an area of almost 950 square meters are built:

» Conference room with simultaneous

interpretation

» Room for the Performing Arts

» Computer room, also available for
language training

» Artroom

» Dining room

Accommodation - 36 beds
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TEAM

Qualified team of manager, 3 youth
workers and 2 Roma mediators works
with over 150 young people from
minority groups using innovative
approaches to social integration and
inclusion through non-formal education

methods.
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Objectives:

Working with children and students from neighborhoods with predomin
Roma population in order to support their inclusion in non - formal activi
with a view to their social integration. The objectives are achieved throug
activities organized at the center: seminars, debates, forums, discussions,

lectures, conferences, exchange of good practices with other youth centers.

Tasks:

Promoting the values of the Council of Europe: human dignity, free
democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights.
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TARGET GROUP

Target group are at least 150 young people, of which at least 30°
risk of social exclusion, vulnerable groups and Roma.
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What makes the center
important for the society and
city?

The creation of the International Youth
Centre in Stara Zagora - one of the
largest regional cities in Bulgaria is of
utmost importance to enhance
personal development and encourage
the creative work of young people,
including those at risk and
disadvantaged.
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ACTIVITIES

As a result of the repairs carried out, on the 8" of
September 2015, was held the official opening of the
building of the first International Youth Center for
children and youth at risk in Bulgaria.

Official guests of the event were Her Excellency Gyuru
Katarina Helvik Vikyor, Ambassador of Norway to &
Bulgaria and Deputy Mayor of Stara Zagora and project ##*
manager - Ivanka Sotirova, representatives of the £¥,
Ministry of Education, Regional administration, etc. (-
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ACTIVITIES

- Field work in the Roma neighborhood
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ACTIVITIES

Organizing intercultural exchanges
Holding international conferences
Initiating workshops and seminars

Active work with young people from
minorities

Organizing regular activities
Starting clubs
Trainings

Seminars
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ACTIVITIES
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ACTIVITIES

In the period of 2015 - 2017 International Youth Center organi
held international exchanges in Germany, Luxembourg, Swede
Norway We also hosted 3 international exchanges with UK

d

Pes
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ACTIVITIES

Center has it’s own online youth broadcast.

Lag
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ACTIVITIES

In “International Youth Center for children and youth at risk”
organized and held an international conference on “ No hate speecd
instrument for combating intolerance." As a result of the conferen

initiated establishment of the National Coordinating Committee of
movement "No hate speech" in Bulgaria.
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ACTIVITIES

International Youth Center held a
lot of seminars, meetings with
MEPs, roundtables and youth *

Initiatives.
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ACTIVITIES

“International youth center for children and youth at risk” offers tf
following regular weekly activities:

Screenings of Bulgarian films
Board games

Art workshops
“Happy Hour”

Karaoke
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ACTIVITIES

The team of youth workers and Roma mediators are organizing
conducting a lot of training courses and trainings:

Youth Academy
Interactive trainings for financial intelligence
Workshops for communication skills and presentation
"Leadership"
"Teamwork"

"My first job"
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ACTIVITIES
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ACTIVITIES

International Youth Center offers clubs for young people aged
Learning English and Korean
Hip - hop and KPOP dances
7 arts
Club "Media‘“

Civic Education
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ACTIVITIES

International Youth Center 1s organizing massive sport eve




LAST, BUT NOT LEAST

International Youth Center Stara Zagora
1s awarded with the Quality Label of
Council of Europe for the 1nitial period
of 3 years /2017 —2019/.







